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DECISION OF THE BOARD

This is an application by Graeme William Burton for parole.  In 1992, Mr Burton was sentenced to life imprisonment for the murder of Paul Neville Anderson. At the time Mr Burton was twenty one years of age.  His parole eligibility date was 14 May 2002, so he has spent approximately fourteen years in custody.  

Mr Burton was the subject of an escape in 1998 and received a sentence of three years imprisonment in respect of that escape and a burglary committed while on the run.  

Mr Burton was last seen on 14 September 2005.  The Board was very positive in its approach to Mr Burton.  It recommended that he have escorted outings and indeed there have been three such outings.  It noted Mr Burton’s good behaviour and his lack of IDU status.  For our part, we record that Mr Burton has completed an M-PRO Programme in 2003 and the Violence Prevention Unit in 2004.  

What is of great concern to the Board, particularly in view of its responsibility under S.28 (2) of the Act, is the lack of any updated psychological assessment for the last two years.  The Board is not able to immediately order a release for Mr Burton until such time as it has received an updated psychological assessment, which addresses his risk of offending.  

The Board notes that in 2004 he was regarded as being at a high risk of re-offending if released into the community.  There is no doubt that Mr Burton has made considerable progress since that time.  But the Board believes that it would be irresponsible to release him directly into the community without an updated report.  To resolve the issue, the Board has indicated that subject to the receipt of the updated psychological assessment addressing Mr Burtons risk of the offending, Mr Burton will be released on 10 July 2006.  Mr Burton will be on special conditions of release for a period of two years.  These conditions are as follows:

1. Reside at (Withheld) or at an address approved by his Probation Officer, and will not leave the (Withheld) region without prior written approval of the Probation Officer.

2. Undertake a psychological assessment and any treatment recommended as a result of that assessment, as directed by the Probation Officer. 

3. Mr Burton will not make contact with the victim’s family, either directly or indirectly, unless with the prior written approval and knowledge of the Probation Officer.

4. Mr Burton will attend a maintenance group run by Intervention Services in respect of the already completed Criminogenic Programme as directed by the Probation Officer.

5. Mr Burton will attend for any other counselling, treatment or programmes aimed at reducing his risk of re-offending in the community as directed by the Probation Officer.

6. Mr Burton will undertake employment or employment related training as directed by the Probation Officer. 

We will see Mr Burton at our Board meeting in June 2006.  In the interim period of time, it is to be hoped that:

1. His (Withheld) can make arrangements to come over to New Zealand, so she can be present for at least a month to reside in the residence as from 10 July.  

2. That Mr Burton be given every opportunity for gradual re-integration into the community by process of home leaves.  He has a number of people in the community who are prepared to support him.  We see no reason why he should not have temporary releases with those people.  

3. The other reason for the three month period of time is to provide for his assessment by a psychologist addressing Mr Burton’s current risk to the safety of the community.  The report writer is asked to recommend any courses or conduct or activity if in fact there is perceived to be a risk to the community which is in the high level.   

	_________________________


 

Panel Convenor


	Review

· You may apply for a review of the Board’s decision under section 67(1).  The only grounds under which you may make an application for review are that the Board, in making its decision:

a) Failed to comply with procedures in the Parole Act 2002; or

b) Made an error of law; or

c) Failed to comply with Board policy resulting in unfairness to the offender; or

d) Based its decision on erroneous or irrelevant information that was material to the decision reached; or

e) Acted without jurisdiction.

To apply for a review you must write to the Board within 28 days of its decision giving reasons why you believe one or more of the above grounds apply in your case.

· Reviews are considered on the papers only; there is no hearing in respect of your Review Application.
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